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Who We Are 

Ck Specialty Insurance Associates is a specialty wholesale brokerage and managing general 

agency. We give retail agents access to surplus lines, hard-to-place markets, and admitted standard 

markets across a focused set of commercial and personal property classes — backed by online self-

rating tools for fast indications, in-house programs in our core verticals, and a brokerage desk for 

larger or more complex risks. 

This guide is a starting point, not a rate sheet. An account that falls outside the classes shown here 

is often still workable through our brokerage relationships — when in doubt, send it in. We would 

rather decline quickly than have you assume we cannot help. 

How We Place Business 

Online Raters 
Self-service quoting and instant indications for personal-lines 
property (DIC.PLUS, Homeowners.GURU, CPL.EXPERT). Rate it 
yourself online and earn high commission. 

Programs / MGA 

In-house appetite in our core verticals: general contractors, garage 
& dealers, course of construction, distributors & manufacturers, 
allied health, cannabis & hemp, habitational, lessor's risk, and 
restaurants, bars & taverns. 

Brokerage 

Open-market placement for larger, distressed, or unusual 
accounts that fall outside program guidelines — negotiated terms 
across our carrier panel, Lloyd's syndicates, and A+ rated E&S 
markets. 

Admitted / Standard Markets 
Admitted placements with national standard carriers (such as The 
Hartford) for accounts that fit standard-market appetite — so you 
can bring us the whole account, not just the E&S piece. 

Need a fast answer? Call (800) 411-0083 for a phone indication, quote instantly on our online self-raters, or 

email submissions to quotes@ckspecialty.com. 
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Online Raters – Personal & Dwelling Property 

Three self-service raters for personal-lines and dwelling property. All three are written on a non-

admitted carrier and billed agency bill. For Homeowners.GURU and CPL.EXPERT we return a quote 

together with a completed application. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

DIC.PLUS — Difference in Conditions 

A DIC rater designed to pair with FAIR Plan policies in wildfire- and catastrophe-exposed states. 

Available TIV Up to $4,500,000 

CFP limit matching Not required 

Coverage A minimums (RC) 
$225/sq ft dwellings  ·  $175/sq ft manufactured homes  ·  $100/sq 
ft condo units 

Availability California, Oregon, Colorado, Washington (FAIR Plan states) 

Homeowners.GURU 

A homeowners rater for non-wildfire-exposed properties across the West. 

Available TIV Up to $4,500,000 (TIV varies by state) 

CPL limit Up to $1,000,000 

Sewer backup Sublimits available 

Eligible states CA, NV, OR, ID, UT, CO, AZ, WA, MT, AK, and HI (up to $1.5M) 

CPL.EXPERT — Comprehensive Personal Liability 

Standalone comprehensive personal liability. 

Available limits $100,000  ·  $300,000  ·  $500,000  ·  $1,000,000 

Eligible occupancies Owner occupied; premises liability (course of construction) 

Rental dwellings Written on commercial lines — let us know if the risk is a rental 

DIC & GURU — Eligible Occupancy Types 

▪  Primary residences ▪  Long-term rentals 

▪  Short-term rentals (Airbnb / VRBO) ▪  Seasonal / secondary homes 

▪  Condo units (loss assessment endorsement 
available) 

▪  Mobile / manufactured homes 

▪  Vacant properties ▪  Course of construction / remodeling 

▪  Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) ▪  Properties with business exposure (daycare, 
home office) 

▪  Farm risks (liability via farm liability structure) ▪  All ownership entities — we follow the deed 

Property & Construction Guidelines 

▪ Year built: no limitations. 

▪ RCV / Special Form: updates required within the last 25–30 years — we do write properties 

without full updates. 
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▪ Wood shake roofs acceptable. 

▪ Galvanized plumbing acceptable, with a water-damage exclusion applied. 

▪ Animal liability excluded. 

▪ 125% extended replacement cost and replacement cost on contents available. 

▪ All ownership entities acceptable — we follow the deed. 

Claims Approach 

We maintain a flexible underwriting approach: risks with prior claims are acceptable, and over 90% 

of applications with prior claims are approved. For risks with claims, please provide cause of loss 

(with detail if water-related), amount paid, claim status (open or closed), confirmation of completed 

repairs, and any preventative measures taken. 
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General Contractors 

Primary and excess casualty for residential, commercial, and structural contractors — from artisan 

trades to general contractors — with primary CGL up to $5M, excess follow-form up to $10M, and 

broad endorsement availability on a project-specific or annual basis. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Coverages 

▪  Primary general liability (higher limits available) ▪  Excess liability 

▪  Professional liability (E&O) ▪  Contractors professional / E&O (to $3M) 

▪  Pollution ▪  Property 

▪  Inland marine — contractors equipment ▪  Employee benefits 

▪  Owners & contractors protective (OCP) ▪  Builders risk 

Risk Appetite (includes, but not limited to) 

▪  Artisan trades ▪  General contractors 

▪  Remodel contractors ▪  Roofers 

▪  Drilling ▪  Steel erection 

▪  Solar contractors ▪  Home construction 

▪  Senior / military housing construction ▪  Apartments, custom homes & hotels 
construction 

▪  Utility contractors ▪  Sewer & water contractors 

▪  Machinery installation, repair & service ▪  EIFS 

▪  Owner's interest ▪  Project-specific 

▪  OCP  

Available Endorsements 

▪  Blanket additional insureds ▪  Primary / non-contributory wording 

▪  Waiver of subrogation ▪  Per-project aggregate 

▪  Completed operations for additional insureds ▪  No subsidence exclusion 

▪  10-year extended completed operations ▪  Project-specific or annual basis 

Capacity: primary commercial general liability up to $5,000,000 and excess follow-form up to $10,000,000 

(subject to a combined primary/excess limit of $12,000,000), on ISO and proprietary enhanced forms, 

occurrence or claims-made. SIR, deductible, and TPA options available. 
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Garage – Dealers & Non-Dealers Program 

A core specialty covering the full range of dealer and service operations, from auto repair and body 

shops to franchised and wholesale dealers. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Coverages Available 

▪  Property ▪  Garage liability 

▪  Garagekeepers legal liability ▪  Dealers open lot 

▪  Hired & non-owned auto ▪  Service vehicle liability & physical damage 

▪  E&O — dealers, odometer & title ▪  D&O 

▪  EPLI ▪  Umbrella / excess 

▪  Special events ▪  Broadened coverage 

Targeted Classes 

▪  Auto repair shops ▪  New auto dealers 

▪  Franchised used auto dealers ▪  Non-franchised used auto dealers 

▪  RV dealers / repair ▪  Parking garages 

▪  Valet services ▪  Gas stations* 

▪  Auto body & paint shops ▪  Auto stereo & alarm installers 

▪  Full-service car washes ▪  Auto detailers 

▪  New tire dealers ▪  Wholesale auto dealers & brokers 

▪  Heavy truck dealers & repair ▪  Impound yards 

▪  Trailer hitch installation ▪  Public livery repair 

▪  Antique auto sales & repair ▪  Mini markets 

▪  Emergency vehicle sales & repair ▪  Golf cart sales & repair 

▪  Mobile auto repair ▪  Motorcycle sales & repair 

▪  Auto auctions ▪  Vinyl wrapping 

▪  Repo services  

*Including convenience stores, fuel haulers / distributors, car washes, and repair shops. 
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Course of Construction 

Online self-rater for builder's risk, course of renovation, and vacant buildings — residential and 

commercial ISO forms, with instant indications by phone. Rate it yourself online and earn high 

commission. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Key Parameters 

Forms 
Monoline property, liability, or package (property & liability); 
residential and commercial ISO forms 

Building values Up to $4,500,000 

Premises liability limits Up to $1,000,000 / $2,000,000 

Policy terms 1, 3, 6, 9, or 12 months 

Deductibles From $500 

Structure & renovation 
Any combination of existing structure and renovation cost is 
eligible 

Theft Available in conjunction with vandalism & malicious mischief 

Entities Partnerships, joint ventures, LLCs, and trusts accepted 

Eligible Coverage Types 

▪  Course of construction ▪  Course of renovation 

▪  Vacant buildings (incl. vacant properties for sale) ▪  Liability 

▪  Coverage for contractors ▪  Contents & multiple locations 

▪  Vandalism & malicious mischief ▪  Low minimum premium 



Ck Specialty Insurance Associates Underwriting Appetite Guide 

For licensed agent and broker use only. Not for public distribution. Page 8 of 16 

Distributors & Manufacturers 

Products and casualty for domestic and foreign manufacturers, importers, distributors, and sellers 

across a wide range of consumer, industrial, and specialty product classes, including moderate-to-

high-hazard products. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Coverages Available 

▪  Products liability ▪  Excess product liability 

▪  Product recall ▪  Casualty — primary & excess 

▪  Property ▪  Errors & omissions liability 

▪  Directors & officers liability ▪  Employment practices liability (EPLI) 

Targeted Classes (includes, but not limited to) 

▪  Automobile & truck parts ▪  Auto parts 

▪  Dietary supplements / nutraceuticals ▪  Instruments & tools 

▪  Machinery & machinery parts ▪  Machinery & equipment dealers 

▪  Medical equipment & expendables ▪  Medical devices 

▪  Sporting goods ▪  Pharmaceutical 

▪  Trailer manufacture ▪  Automated mfg. equipment 

▪  Valve repair & sales ▪  Fire extinguisher & Ansul equipment 

▪  Hydraulic seal mfg. ▪  Custom steel fabrication 

▪  Air filter mfg. ▪  Imported rubber tracks for ag equipment 

▪  Solar power equipment distributors ▪  Blending of cleaning solutions 

▪  Pet products ▪  Clothing 

▪  Electrical equipment ▪  Cosmetics 

▪  Food & consumables ▪  Tank construction 

▪  Buses & recreational vehicles ▪  Commercial vehicles 

▪  Suppliers & components  

Capacity: primary commercial general liability up to $5,000,000 and excess follow-form up to $10,000,000 

(combined primary/excess limit of $12,000,000); occurrence or claims-made; SIR, deductible, and TPA options 

available. Products liability covers manufacturers, importers, distributors, and sellers, including discontinued 

products. 



Ck Specialty Insurance Associates Underwriting Appetite Guide 

For licensed agent and broker use only. Not for public distribution. Page 9 of 16 

Allied Health 

Multiple classes and markets for allied health facilities and miscellaneous medical exposures — 

professional, general, and product liability with high limits and low minimum premiums. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Classes & Markets (such as) 

▪  Adult daycare ▪  Medical labs 

▪  Ambulance — air & ground ▪  Medical marijuana dispensaries 

▪  Aromatherapists ▪  Medical clinic / director 

▪  Transportation ▪  Medi spas 

▪  Blood banks ▪  Nutraceutical / nutritional products & 
supplements 

▪  Counselors ▪  Pharmacies 

▪  Dialysis centers ▪  Phlebotomists 

▪  Dieticians ▪  Physical / speech / occupational therapy 

▪  Dental ▪  Radiation / oncology 

▪  Drug / alcohol abuse rehab ▪  Sleep disorder 

▪  Embryo banks ▪  Sperm banks 

▪  Fertility clinics ▪  Urgent care 

▪  Home health ▪  Veterinary 

Coverages Available 

▪  Professional & general liability (incl. product 
liability) 

▪  Sexual abuse & molestation 

▪  Defense limits ▪  Hired & non-owned auto 

▪  Employee benefits liability ▪  WA and OH stop-gap 

▪  Cyber / network security & privacy (incl. 
notification costs) 

▪  Limits up to $25,000,000 on some classes 

Minimum premiums starting at $500. 
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Cannabis & Hemp — Marijuana Program 

Extensive cannabis and hemp appetite with coverage available in all 50 states, allowing rapid speed 

to market as new states legalize. Quotes in days, not weeks. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Appetite (includes, but not limited to) 

▪  Dispensaries ▪  Indoor & greenhouse cultivation 

▪  Outdoor cultivation ▪  Cultivation contractors 

▪  Processing operations ▪  Bakeries / manufacturing / infused products 

▪  Laboratories ▪  Distribution & delivery 

▪  Consultants ▪  Medical offices 

▪  Lessors risk only (LRO) ▪  Schools 

Property Coverage Highlights 

▪ Basic, broad, or special form; building, business personal property, and business income. 

▪ Builders risk (ground-up and renovations); vacant properties. 

▪ Harvested cannabis material via property form (limited perils) or crop coverage form 

(broadened perils). 

▪ High limits of finished-stock coverage with locked-safe warranties built for cannabis businesses. 

▪ Replacement cost, ACV, or agreed value; deductibles starting at $1,000; ordinance or law; off-

premises property incl. finished stock in transit. 

General Liability Highlights 

▪ Additional insureds, waivers of subrogation, and primary & non-contributory wording available. 

▪ Per-location aggregate limits; hired & non-owned auto; increased fire-damage limits. 

▪ Incidental habitational and other operations acceptable; trade-show and special-event coverage 

available. 

Inland Marine & Crop Highlights 

▪ Bailee's customers coverage for finished stock / harvested material / cash in transit (non-owned 

goods). 

▪ Contractors equipment, outdoor grow equipment, scheduled property, and miscellaneous tool 

coverage. 

▪ Indoor cultivation crop coverage (including greenhouse) with 14 covered perils, competitively 

priced. 
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Habitational 

General liability and property for habitational and multi-family real estate, written on owners, 

landlords & tenants (OL&T) casualty with primary and excess capacity. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Coverages 

▪  General liability (primary & excess) ▪  OL&T liability 

▪  Property ▪  Excess / umbrella 

▪  Difference in conditions (earthquake / flood) ▪  Crime & D&O (associations) 

Targeted Classes 

▪  Apartments & multi-family ▪  Garden & low-rise apartments 

▪  Condominium associations (COA) ▪  Homeowner associations (HOA) 

▪  Townhome & PUD associations ▪  Senior / age-restricted housing 

▪  Student housing ▪  Mixed-use residential 

▪  Dwelling fire / rental dwelling schedules ▪  Affordable / subsidized housing (case-by-case) 

▪  Habitational portfolios ▪  Buildings in lease-up / transition 

Capacity: primary commercial general liability up to $5,000,000 and excess follow-form up to $10,000,000; 

property written by location. Commercial DIC available for catastrophe-excluded perils. 
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Lessor's Risk (LRO) 

General liability and property for lessor's risk only — owners of buildings leased to commercial, 

residential, or mixed-use tenants — on OL&T casualty, primary and excess. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Coverages 

▪  General liability (primary & excess) ▪  OL&T liability 

▪  Property ▪  Excess / umbrella 

▪  Difference in conditions (earthquake / flood) ▪  Building ordinance or law 

Targeted Classes 

▪  Commercial LRO (office, retail, industrial) ▪  Residential LRO (leased apartments) 

▪  Mixed-use LRO ▪  Strip malls & shopping centers 

▪  Office buildings & professional condos ▪  Single-tenant net lease 

▪  Warehouses & storage (leased) ▪  Industrial & flex space 

▪  Restaurant / bar tenant exposures ▪  Medical & professional office LRO 

▪  Vacant LRO / buildings in lease-up ▪  LRO portfolios & schedules 

Capacity: primary commercial general liability up to $5,000,000 and excess follow-form up to $10,000,000; 

property and DIC available by location. 



Ck Specialty Insurance Associates Underwriting Appetite Guide 

For licensed agent and broker use only. Not for public distribution. Page 13 of 16 

Commercial Difference in Conditions (DIC) 

Standalone difference-in-conditions coverage for commercial buildings — filling the gaps left by the 

underlying property policy, including catastrophe perils excluded or sublimited by admitted or FAIR 

Plan coverage. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Highlights 

▪ Perils: earthquake, flood, and other special perils excluded or sublimited by the underlying 

policy. 

▪ Building types: commercial, habitational, mixed-use, and lessor's risk. 

▪ Pairs with FAIR Plan policies, admitted fire policies, or limited primary forms. 

▪ Replacement cost, ACV, or agreed value; layered and shared capacity available through 

brokerage. 

▪ Companion to our DIC.PLUS personal-lines rater — same difference-in-conditions concept, 

written for commercial structures. 
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Restaurants, Bars & Taverns 

General liability, liquor liability, and property for food and beverage operations — from family 

restaurants to bars, taverns, and nightclubs. 

Submissions:  quotes@ckspecialty.com 

Coverages 

▪  General liability ▪  Liquor liability 

▪  Property ▪  Excess / umbrella 

▪  Assault & battery (sublimit, where available) ▪  EPLI 

▪  Hired & non-owned auto (delivery) ▪  Special events 

Targeted Classes 

▪  Family & casual restaurants ▪  Fine dining 

▪  Fast food & quick-service ▪  Cafes & coffee shops 

▪  Bars & taverns ▪  Nightclubs & lounges (case-by-case) 

▪  Breweries, wineries & taprooms ▪  Caterers & banquet halls 

▪  Pizza & delivery (HNOA) ▪  Food trucks & mobile vendors 

▪  Special events — liquor ▪  Bowling, billiards & entertainment venues 

Late-hours, entertainment, and high liquor-receipt operations are considered case-by-case; assault & battery 

sublimits available where supported. 
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What We Do Not Write 

To keep submissions efficient, the following are outside our appetite. Please do not submit these as 

standalone risks: 

Class / Line Notes 

Workers' Compensation 
Not written on any basis, monoline or package. (WA and OH 
stop-gap is available within the Allied Health program.) Place 
comp through your standard markets. 

Monoline Commercial Auto 

Standalone commercial auto and trucking fleets are not written. 
Auto-related coverages — garagekeepers, dealers open lot, 
service vehicle liability, and hired/non-owned — are available in 
support of a program account. 

Personal auto & personal 
umbrella 

Outside our personal-lines property raters and CPL. (Dwelling 
and personal liability are handled through DIC.PLUS, 
Homeowners.GURU, and CPL.EXPERT.) 

How to Submit 

Send commercial submissions to quotes@ckspecialty.com, or call (800) 411-0083 for a phone 

indication. For DIC.PLUS, Homeowners.GURU, CPL.EXPERT, and Course of Construction, quote 

instantly on our online self-raters. 

Standard Submission Requirements 

▪ Completed ACORD applications (125 / 126 / 140 and class-specific supplements) 

▪ Currently valued loss runs — minimum 3 years, 5 preferred 

▪ Statement of values / property schedule (property, COC, and cannabis accounts) 

▪ Description of operations, including any subcontracted work 

▪ Target effective date, desired limits, and any additional-insured / compliance requirements 

▪ For property raters with prior claims: cause of loss, amount paid, status, repairs, and 

preventative measures 
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Submissions 

All submissions — across every program and rater — go to a single inbox. Quote DIC.PLUS, 

Homeowners.GURU, CPL.EXPERT, and Course of Construction instantly on our online self-raters. 

 

quotes@ckspecialty.com 

www.ckspecialty.com 

Ck Specialty Insurance Associates, Inc.  ·  CA License 0C60214.  Online property raters (DIC.PLUS, 
Homeowners.GURU, CPL.EXPERT) are written on a non-admitted carrier and billed agency bill. Program availability and 
forms vary by state. This guide is informational only, describes our general appetite, and is not an offer of coverage, a 
binder, or a guarantee that any account will be quoted or bound. All terms are subject to underwriting, carrier approval, 
and policy conditions. Surplus lines transactions are subject to applicable state surplus lines law and taxes. 
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